
Are the leaves 
yellowing?

Yes / No

Check the soil. Is 
there a black layer 
and a bad smell?

Yes / No

This can be a 
problem with 

waterlogged soil 
and will eventually 

kill the grass/ 
Regular deep 

aeration will break 
up the problem.

Anthracnose. Poor 
turf conditions 
encourage this 
condition. Treat 

the soil for 
compaction, and 
supply adequate 

fertility throughout 
the year.

Is there a withered 
patch?

Yes / No

Is it in a large 
circle?

Yes / No

Is the grass 
around it dead?

Yes / No

FAIRY RING. 
Keeping your 
grass in good 

order is the best 
way of preventing 

this fungus. 
Chemicals can 

also be advised –
see your local 
garden centre.

FUSARIUM PATCH. A heavy thatch layer, poor 
weather conditions, wet turf, heavy nitrogen or an 

alkaline pH level can cause fungus. Thatch reduction 
techniques should be employed, as well as good 
cultural conditioning of the turf. Chemicals can be 

used – see your local garden centre.

Are there 
mushrooms?

Yes / No
Is it in a saucer 

shape?

Yes / No

None disease 
related problem. 
Check for animal 

damage etc.  . 

TAKE ALL 
PATCH. There is 
no treatment for 

this disease. Take 
good care of the 

lawn to prevent it.

Are there red 
protrusions?

Yes / No

RED THREAD. 
Warm weather 

and damp 
surfaces can 

cause this fungus. 
Cultural conditions 

should be 
improved to keep 
red thread away. 

A low dose of 
nitrogenous 

fertiliser in the 
summer months 
can help fight it 

off. 

Are there small 
brown spots on 

the leaf?

Yes / No

LEAF SPOT. Warm humid 
conditions can encourage this 
disease. Keep the surface dry, 

and control thatch. 

Are there yellow 
spots on the leaf?

Yes / No
RUST. This disease is generally caused by drought. 

Relieve the drought conditions. Chemicals can also help 
– see your local garden centre.

Is there a white / 
grey powdery 

looking substance 
on the surface of 
the grass leaves?

Yes / No
POWDERY MILDEW. Warm dry periods can cause this 

disease. Correctly caring for your lawn will prevent 
powdery mildew. 

Then your lawn is probably disease free! 
To keep it like this, make sure that correct 
maintenance is undertaken on the lawn all 

year around.
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